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to see 'La Mascotte* which I did not enjoy much not being able to see the jokes and
the house was so frightfully hot I dont think I shall go to another theatre in a hurry. I
am very happy here this hotel is kept by two ladies one is English and called Scott and
the other is Swiss and called Ferret they are very kind. There is a nice room to sit in,
in the evenings Scott and I generally play Besique, an English lady and gentleman
that have been staying here gave us their box, everyone meets together in the sitting
room and at six o'clock table d'hote, so I think the arrangement is much better than
moping in lodgings. I am getting to feel more at home now in the atelier, last week I
got rather a bad place so my work was not very satisfactory but I hope to do better this
week as I have a good place, one has to get to the studio very sharp on eight on Mon-
day if you want to get a good place as it is a question of first come first serve. I managed
to get there this morning in good time. Most of the fellows wear blowses so I invested
in one they say it saves one's clothes. There have been several nouveaus since us, we
had a 'punch' this morning to celebrate someone's arrival. Paris is a dreadful place for
fleas, I have caught two already the streets are so full of dirty people. You must not
expect me to write oftener than once a week as it comes rather expensive. I will try and
keep a letter on hand and write a little when I think of anything.... We do plenty of
walking every day the studio is just a mile off and we do it twice each way because we
come back for lunch-----I suppose Harry is getting on with his work tell him if he
wants to think Gloucester streets sweet to come here and smell these and if anyone
wants another snif they must be a 'glutton* as old Aston said but that is chiefly in the
small streets.
21.11.82
Dear Harry
Many thanks for your long letter I am glad to hear any gossip which you can scrape
together. It is a month tomorrow since I commenced work at the ateEer, for the next
month I shall only go there in the morning and go to the Louvre in the afternoon to
copy because these dark days we have to leave off work at four instead of five so it is
absurd paying for what one does not get. There are a couple of students who have taken
medals in the Academy schools very decent sort of fellows they say it was a good thing
for me that I did not succeed in getting in so that is encouraging. The weather here at
present is very wet rain every day, the Seine has risen so high that the boats cannot run
and hear it has overflowed the opposite side. 1 think after your exam it would do you
and Ma good to come over here for a bit there would be no difficulty you could stay
here and it would cost very little the living here seems to agree wonderfully well with
me I have not been at all bilious we have cafe au lait and roll and butter for breakfast
then at half past 12 we have lunch or dejeuner proper at which we drink claret and at
six we have a capital dinner, which consists of soup two courses of meat sweets cheese
desert and cafe noir, drink claret and water. I quote all this for your benefit as you are
in search after the philosopher's stone, it seems to suit me extreemly welt... How
is Mr. Pop? I suppose his little wants are attended to as usual there is a cat here but I
dont care much for it.... Last Saturday night we wejnt to a kind of music hall where
there was a variety entertainment there was a strong man who Jiung by his legs and
held a cannon weighing 700 Ibs in his teeth and a girl who sang English comic songs.
We are keeping up our French as well as we can there are two Americans here vrbp
are learning and they are glad to speak I think I am learning some of the ffacases. I have
no news as we do nothing except our regular duties.                       *